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Presidential Address. 

Dear Members, and I mean that in the nic
est possible way. I hope this year has been 
successful for you but I know some of 
you, like myself, will be glad to see the 
end of this year and be happy to put it 
behind us. Yet even in adversity I am sure 
we have all learnt something. Well at least 
I hope so and, may I add, it has been a 
pleasure and privilege to be your Presi
dent. 

We have had some successfull functions 
such as the Public Lecture series, 
Exhibiton, Quiz Night, another Fair Day, 
the last Dig It and the Annual Dinner. I 
must thank so many for helping with all 
these events, in particular the Committee 
Members and the Feral First Years who 
of course now move onto be the Sedate 
Second Years (hopefully). The inaugural 
year of the Department of Archaeology 
is also giving us a great deal of hope for 
the future of Archaeology at Flinders and 
I'm sure that the Society will continue to 
support its development for the betterment 
of us all. 

The end of the year also means that we 
say farewell to our Head of Department, 
the inimitable J.V.S. Megaw, even though 
he will be around next year on half time, 
and our congratulations to Donald Pate 
as incoming Department Head. For those 
of us who don't speak half the languages 
of Europe this will be a boost for our egos 
but at the same tiem it will be a loss in 
terms of the links to both the Celtic and 
Art worlds and academia as a whole. Yet 
I know I speak on your behalf when I say 
we as a society would wish Vincent and 

Ruth all the best for this new venture and 
tiem in their lives and certainly pledge our 
support for Donald going into the new 
millennium. 

With the new millennium in mind, and 
even though the country as a whole has 
chosen not to move on, I feel it is time for 
the Arrchaeology Society to do so. Thus 
you will find in the following pages a new 
proposal, kindly drawn up by Paul Saeki, 
for our constitution. This will give you 
timeto consider the changes before the 
AGM to be held ·in March 2000. Basi
callv the intent is to introduce a new po
siti~n to deal with moving Dig It into the 
electronic age by making it an electronic 
newsletter and to take control of our own 
web page information that is, at present, 
difficult to update in the present format. 
and wtih the current links to the Depart
ment. We will still be trying to keep the 
Department contact by having a link be
tween that web site and the new Dig It . 
site. The other changes suggested are to 
be able to offer Life Memberships when 
deemed appropriate, move the AGM to 
October, and to elect the committee for 
the coming year at that time. While the 
incoming committee would not actually 
take office till the 1st of the year, they 
would be able to use the time to familiar
ise themselves with the workings of the 
Society before landing in it, as it were, in 
March when the plans for the new year 
should already be well underway. I hope 
you will consider these changes and make 
sure you attend the AGM in March to 
vote. 

As for next year, we will again be having 
a stall at enrolment days to introduce in
coming students to the joys of the Soci-
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ety. Hopefully there will be a promotional 
video at that time ready to show. Fol
lowing that there will be the Fair Day in 
March which, as I've said, will also see 
the AGM vote later in the month. 

Financially we have done quite well this 
year but I will let our trusty Treasurer give 
you the good news on this area. 

While I cannot comment on the events for 
next year as they will be in the hands of 
the new committee of which I will not be 
a part, I cna surmise that many of the 
events held this year will be repeated. The 
suggestion is also that a trip, that was to 
occur at the end of this year to Lake 
Mungo, be arranged for the early part of 
2000, perhaps April or May. You will no 
doubt be aware that it is more than likely 
that the National Archaeology Students 
Conference will be held at Flinders some
time next year. I recommend that you all 
support this, along with the general stu
dent body, as vigorously as possible. 
While this is not an Archaeological Soci
ety run Conference, but rather, as the 
name suggests, a Students Conference, I 

\ 

am sure the Society will not only support 
it but assist in any way possible to make 
it a memorable event. If it is as good as 
the one in Canberra this year it will be 
well worth attending. 

Speaking of which, all those who attended 
and presented a paper at a conference 
should write a note to this effect and drop 
it into Clubs and Socs or Arch. Society 
mail box in the Archaeology Office. 
Cheques will be forwarded in due course. 

I 
\. 
!fi 

Yet again I seem to have rambled on but 
"" 

here I will draw the li e and wish you all 
the best for the coming silly season and 
the new millennium. Once again thank 
you to all those that assisted in making 
this year the success for the Society that 
it was. 
Cheers, 
Gordon Copland. 
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Learning to work 
on a Tropical Is

land. 
Maritime Archaeology Field 

School. 

1999 was a hard year for some. Some sat 
in a library and read all those references 

' 
others just went to a tropical island for a 
week or two. 

Five students, and one staff member (give 
you three guesses which one) went to the 
second maritime field school! run by 
James Cook University on Magnetic Is
land. There were a total of 24 students, 
18 from JCU and one from ANU. Held 
in the mid year break, the field school 
gave students an opportunity to learn and 
refine field methods commonly used in 
maritime archaeology. These are mainly 
site recording, photography, video taping 
and report writing. Other skills learnt in
cluded; how to act like a foreigner and 
drink in the closest pub, how to dive with 
a hangover the next morning and then re
membering how to do it all again for the 
next night. All valuable skills. 

back to base camp (cabins that held 5 peo
ple each .... 6 if you got lucky with a local) 
where the tanks were refilled. and then it 
would all start again. Eating, drinking, 
working and a lecture series took up the 
afternoons and evenings. 

\ 

The work was carried out on two wrecks 
' 

the Molke, which lay 6 metres underwa-
ter, and the George Rennie which was 
totally visable at low tide. Both had to be 
recorded and written about. The other 
parts of the assessment were participation 
and the exam. 

For all those who dive .... this is paradise! 
The water temperature was 23 degrees, 
the visibility ranged from 6 to 12 metres 
and there was sea life everywhere. By 
comparison, for those of you who don't 
dive, South Australia's waters at the same 
time are at about 10-12 degrees and the 
visibility is never that good. 

The field school was held over six days, For anyone thinking about maritime ar
five days of diving and one day to finish chaeology, this is a course that all the 
any work and to do the exam. There were members of this yuears trip would highly 
two dives a day with four diving sessions recommend. Not only is it 6 units out of 
so as to ensure that everyone was not on the way in six days, but its also a chance 
top of each other all at once (that could to work in another part of the world. And 
have been fun though!). Two teams went believe me, North Queensland is another 
out in the morning, completed their dive strange part of the world! 

and then came in while the second two 
groups went out. The first groups went By Christopher Lewczak. 
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Archaeology Society 
Constitution. 

l. NAME 
l . l There shall be a Flinders University Archaeology Society, hereinafter known as the Society. 

2. OBJECTS 
2. l To fulfil and promote an interest in Australian Archaeology. Involvement with local 

Indigenous communities and associated groups and societies, with emphasis on cultural 
heritage in South Australia 

2.2 In order to achieve these objectives the club shall hold at least two activities in each semester 
apart from the Annual General Meeting and Fair Day Activities 

3. MEMBERSHIP 
3. l All members of the Clubs and Societies Association Inc. shall be eligible for membership to the 

Society upon payment of the annual Society membership fee . 
3.2 The Society Membership Fee shall be payable, by the 31 st of March each year, and the amount 

shall be determined by the Executive Committee and shall be no less than the prescribed 
minimum fee as set by the Clubs and Societies Association Inc. 

3.3 The Committee shall put forward nominations for Life Membership at the AGM to be approved 
by a quorum of the membership. 

4. THE COMMITTEE: 
4.1 The affairs of the Society shall be managed by a Committee comprised of: 

(i) President 
(ii) Two Vice Presidents 
(iii) Secretary 
(iv) Treasurer 
(v) Dig It Editors I IT Officer 
(vi) Clubs and Societies Delegate 

4.2 The Committee shall meet at least once each month during the academic year. 
4.3 The Committee shall have the power to make any regulations necessary to put this constitution 

into effect 
4.4 A member of the Committee shall cease to be a member of the same upon any of the following 

happening: 
(i) He I she submits in writing, his I her resignation to the Secretary 
(ii) He I she is absent from three consecutive Committee meetings without leave of 

absence being granted by the Committee. 
(iii) He I she ceases to be a member of the Society 

4.5 The Committee shall have the power to appoint from time to time such officers and 
subcommittees as it deems necessary. The duties of such officers and subcommittees shall be 
defined by the Committee to which the said officers and subcommittees shall be responsible~ 

4. 6 The Committee shall have the power to fill any vacancy occurring on the Committee provided 1 
such an action is ratified by a General Meeting of the Society, to be held within one month of 
such action taken. 

~ . 7 Terms of office for Committee members shall be from the l st January of till 3! st of December 

5. FrNAJ'\ICE 
5 l There shall be one account in the name of the Society with any bank that has a branch at 
Flinders University Campus and the account will be a Savings Cheque Account. 
5 2 All Society funds shall be kept in the Society bank account and appropriated only with the 

approval of the Committee 
5 3 The Honorary treasurer shall keep proper books of account for the Club and shall prepare 

such statements of the Society· s financial atfairs as the Committee directs Club books shall be 
kept in the Clubs and Societies Association Inc. Administration Oftice and will be accessed 
only bv those persons nominated by the Committee. 

5.4 The tinancial year of the Society shall be trom I ' t January to J I 't December 
5. 5 The Honorary Treasurer shall prepare at the close of each tinancial year a statement of the 

Society ' s financial atfairs which shall be duly audited and torwarded to the Flinders University 
Clubs and Societies Association Inc. 
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7. 

( 
I 
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8. 

9. 

6. 1 There shall be an Annual General Meeting of the Society to be held in the month of October of 
each year to 
(i) receive a report from the Committee 
(ii) receive the audited statements of the financial affairs of the Society from the previous 

year 
(iii) elect the Committee 
(iv) conduct such other business as is properly brought before the meeting 

6.2 The Honorary Secretary shall give fourteen days notice of the Annual General Meeting by 
means of advertisement published in two issues of Hot Tips prior to the date of the Annual 
General Meeting and a notice placed conspicuously on the Clubs and Societies Association 
notice board in the Flinders University Building. Place an Advertisement prior to the meeting 
in the Archaeology Department notice boards, Flinders University 

GENERAL MEETINGS: 
7. 1 The Honorary Secretary shall convene a General Meeting of the Society: 

(i) at the direction of the Committee 
(ii) within fourteen days of a petition signed by one third of the total membership or ten 

members of the Society, whichever is the least; provided that such a petition shall 
state the business to be discussed at the General Meeting. 

7. 2 The Honorary Secretary shall give seven days notice of a General Meeting by means of a 
notice placed conspicuously on the Clubs and Societies Association notice board in the 
Flinders University Union Building and in the Archaeology Department notice boards, and by 
letter or e-mail to each member. 

VOTING: 
8.1 The Chairperson at each meeting of the Society shall be the President or a person eligible to 

vote elected by the meeting. 
8.2 Persons eligible to vote shall be: 

(i) at Committee meetings, members of the Committee 
(ii) at General and Annual General Meetings, those members of the Society present 

8. 3 The Chairperson of each meeting of the Society shall have a deliberative vote only after three 
meetings if consensus is not reached. 

8.4 All questions before meetings of the Society shall be determined by a simple majority of those 
voting expect where stated otherwise in this constitution. 

QUORUMS 
9.1 The quorum tor a Committee Meeting shall be half plus one of the total Committee. 
9.2 The quorum for a General or Annual General Meeting shall be one third of the total 

membership or a minimum often members if the membership is 30 or less of the Association; 
provided that for a General Meeting called under clause 7. I (ii) of this Constitution, the 
quorum shall include at least tifty percent of petitioning members 

I 0 ALTERATIONS TO THIS CONSTITUTION 
10. 1 

(i) 

( ii) 

(iii) 

The procedure tor altering this constitution shall be 
the proposed amendments shall be set out in full and posted conspicuously on the 
Clubs and Societies Association notice board in the tlinders University Union Building 
tor at least tourteen days before the .\nnual General Meeting at which they are 
discussed 
The amendments shall be agreed to by at least two thirds of the members of the 
Society present at the Annual General Meeting at which they are discussed . 
The amendments shall subsequently be approved by the Flinders University Clubs and 
Societies Association inc. 

I I. Should the Society be disbanded or in any way become defunct then all assets of the Society shall 
be held in trust by the Flinders University Clubs and Societies Association Inc . Such funds shall be recorded 
by Clubs and Societies Association Inc. as a ledger entry until such time as the Society is reconstituted and 
reaffiliated or for a period of tive years. After this period the assets will be transferred to Clubs and 
Societies Association Inc . 

June 1995 March !998 

7 



Financial Statement of the Flinders 
University Archaeological Society. 

November 11th 1999. 

Original account I petty cash 
Membership x 78 
Fairday Activity 
Quiz Night 
Seminars 
Clubs and Socs. Grants 
Bank Interest 
Raffles 
General 

Total 

Fairday Activity 
Membership drive (BBQs) 
Seminars I Workshops 
Prizes 
Photo Albums 
Bank charges 
Dinner 
Sundries 
Newsletter costs 
Promotional material 
Raffles 
Exhibition and opening 
Zip Drive 
Quiz Night 

Total 

By Susan PiddockA 

Revenue: 
$182.80 
$390.00 
$252.50 
$435.30 
$142.80 
$800.00 
$000.09 
$072.40 
$023.50 

$2166.39 

Expenditure: 
$151.25 
$150.77 
$199.62 
$020.50 
$004.50 
$008.73 
$090.00 
$023.00 
$087.25 
$029.95 
$059.65 
$202.50 
$025.00 
$034.30 

$1087.02 

The bank balance is on 11111199 $1251.4 7 
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The world according 
to Quiz Night. 

Well it has been and gone and a lot of 
people would have forgotten it but there 
was actually a quiz night held by the Ar
chaeology Society. A night full of highs 
and lows and a struggle for good and evil 
as people jostled for positions ..... at the bar. 

For the many contestants who pitted their 
IQ's against each other...there were many 
versions of the truth. For example, one 
table answered that seman was the secret 
ingredient in bone china and that the last 
operating whaling station was in Mark 
Staniforth's backyard. Both answers 
came from the same table, and they know 
who they are. 

Bribery was rife as the score keepers 
gradually became drunk from the many 

'donations' the tables kept offering. On 
reflection. this was probably not a good 
idea as when it cmae to tallying up the 
scores, we were all too drunk to count (I 

didn't even try!. ... ed). Thankfully Sally 
May had the bright idea of bringing a cal
culator; but that still required us to posi
tion our fingers over the right buttons. Not 
an easy task. 



After 10 rounds and many games that 
were played in between, there was an 
eventual winner. The "Bath Plugs" over
came all, proving that a good bath plug is 
all you need to get through a degree. (It 
is? Nobody told me! ed) 

Many thanks need to go to Susan Briggs 
and Sally May for organising the evening, 
Chris Duncan for being the M.C. on his 6 
year wedding anniversary, and Gordon 
Copland for being ... well Gordon. 

Even more thanks to 
sponsors who donated 

• przzes: 
The Camping and Outdoor 
Centre. 
Marion Rabbit Photos. 
Marion Angus and Robertson. 

Marion Billv Baxters. 
"' 

UniBooks. 
Flinders University Pharmacy. 
Elinor Weaver. 
Clubs and Societies. 
3M (thanks Nathan ). 
Stan Lewczak. 
Rhonda Harris. 

By Chirstopher Lewczak and Susan 
Briggs. 
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Archaeological and 
Palaeontological Re
search Strategy for 

Kangaroo Island 
By Keryn Walshe. 

The National Parks and Wildlife Service 
(NPWS) at Flinders Chase. Kangaroo Is
land have set up a Scientific Advisorv 

' ' -' 

Committee to put together the history of 
archaeological and palaeo logical research 
on K.I. and propose directions for future 
research. My role has been to compile 
the archaeological history and, from that, 
propose a research strategy for about the 
next 10 years. My focus is purely on the 
Indigenous archaeology which has been 
investigated since 1903, when Howchin 
made the first collection of stone tools 
from K.I. 

Since l903. however. it is surprising how 
little archaeological research has taken 
place and how few people have been in

volved. Howchin, Cooper. Bauer and 
Tindale were particularly interested in the 
' Big Tools'; those beloved objects known 

as Kartan tools , and a number of exten

s ive collections were made during the 
!930s-50s. 

In the 1970s the nature of investigation 
changed dramatically with Ron Lampert 
carrying out a number of excavations on 
both surface and rockshelter sites. This 
allowed a broader understanding of sub
sistence and occupation patterns across 
the island. In the 19XOs-90s Neale Draper 
excavated a significant rockshelter de

posit at Cape Du Coucdic and undertook 

smaller excavations at Rockv River. The 

latter a rea had hecn the focu s of excav a

tion and research by palaeontolog:ists 
since the i 930s through to the mid ll)<JOs. 
The Palaeontology Departments at 
Flinders University are keen to continue 
thei r research in this region of the island. 
under the direction of Rod Wells. also on 
the advisory Cl)mminee 

Since the rise of consultancy work in ar
chaeology. a number of roadside survevs 
h(ve been carried out by consultant ~r
chaeologists Vanessa Edmonds. Vivienne 
Wood, Pet t;,r Marin and Geraldine 
Hodgson in liaison with Indigenous rep
resentatives from Kaurna. Ngarrindjeri 
and Ramindgeri communities and their 

input has always been vital. These sur
veys have shifted the focus from assess
ing very large stone tools to assessing very 
small pieces of fractured quartz. Frac
tured naturally eroding quartz provides a 
high density layer across most of the is- · 
land and adds significantly to the com
plications of identifying and interpreting 

surface sites. 

It is interesting to revise the strategies and 
objectives of archaeological research oYer 

the last 96 years on KJ . Needless to say, 

the focus for research is retlective of ma
jor and dramatic changes to archaeologi
cal methods over that time. The intro
duction of C 14 dating methods dimin
ished the need for stone tool industries to 
provide a chronology against which sites 
could be assessed. This meant that the 
Kart an Industry. such a pivotal focus for 
the research up unti I 1970s. had to change 
its perspective and contrihution to ar
chaeological interpretation. Other areas 

for research now generate far more inter-
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est today, for example: the span of Indig
enous occupation on the island; Indig
enous association (if any) with 
megafauna: the impact of island separa
tion from the mainland on Indigenous 
occupation and subsistence patterns; the 
links between contemporary mainland 
Indigenous communities and K.I. inhab
itants; the age of the Nurrunderi story link
ing the Coorong region with K.l. 

These questions will continue to domi
nate the archaeological research on K.I. 
for the next ten years and beyond. As far 
as I can see it, archaeological investiga
tions need to return to systematic survey 
methods for the island rather than being 
driven by development or preoccupation 
with one small focus area. After 96 years 
of investigations we do not, in fact, know 
a great deal about basic every day life on 
the island prior to cessation of occupa
tion. As with all areas of Australian ar
chaeology, this century has been very 
much about adopting and then adapting 
overseas· models of survey and excava
tion methods, aims and objectives to our 
unique country. It is timely that NPWS 
is keen to promote strong and integrated 
research on the island and it is very fortu
nate that Flinders University Arcfiaeology 
Department can contribute to this in a 
positive way. I am hopeful that once again 
students with this department will carry 
out field work projects and make major 
research contributions to the archaeologi
cal interpretation of Kangaroo Island. 

This current project is under consent from 
the Chair of the State Heritage Commis
sion who are playing a vital role in the 
consultation and negotiation process with 
NPWS. 

Archaeology Society 

Dinner 
29th of October. 

Thanks to everyone that came. About 55 
people turned up. It was also great to see 
the majority of the teaching staff. What 
other department do you get to eat oys
ters with the staff? To all those who 
booked and didn't turn up, I k_now who 
you are and will be visiting you in the next 
week. Hope you all had a great evening 
and forgot about those exams essays piled 
up at home. 

The evening started, for a small number 
of us, with pre-dinner drinks at the Talbot. 
We were honoured to have Vincent join 
us. We were honoured again to have the 
great 
'Groovy Sound DJ' playing music (sar
casm detectors should be going off here!) 

The 'after' dinner drinks were had at the 
Grace Emily. A light drizzle of rain slowly 
diluted the cheap champagne but people 
were more interested in what Paddy was 
doing with the cowand the fact that Griff 
had dropped his drink. Blasphemous! 
(What.. .. the cow business or the drink? 

ed) 

By Susan Briggs. 
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Let the .festivities begin .... 

·. 
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King Island. 

Between the 6th and lOth of November 
1999, Mark S taniforth, Matt Schlitz, 
Mike Nash (Tasmanian Parks and Wild
life) and myself were on King Island in 
Bass Strait to visit the wrecksite of the 
cargo ship Brahmin. We also wanted to 
catalogue and photograph artefacts re
trieved fromthe ship and currently in pri
vate and public possession on the island. 
Associated with the ship is a camp site 
where the survivors spent five months 
before being rescued. 

The Brahmin, a 616 ton wooden ship on 
route from London to Sydney, was 
wrecked during bad weather just after 
midnight on May 211854. Thirteen crew 
(including the captain and all officers) and 
4 passengers drowned leaving 1 passen
ger, 22 crew and the wife of one crew 
member on the island. The survivors were 
assisted by 2 Aboriginal women who had 
come to the island with a sealer (since 
drowned) up to 20 years earlier. 

Despite efforts to attract the attention of 
passing ships it was not until a few days 
after the 17th September that any other 
persons were met and this was only as the ) 
result of another tragedy. On the 17th 
September 1854, the Waterwitch was 
wrecked apporximately 20 km south of 
the Brahmin, fortunately with no loss of 
life. The seamen of both ships met each 
other several days later and, under the 
command of the Waterwitch's captain and 
with tools from that ship, a ship's boat 
fromthe Brahmin was repaired and 2 men 
rowed to Melbourne to seek help for those 
still on the island. HMS Electra and SS 

Manchester brought all the survivors to 
Melbourne, including one of the Aborigi
nal women, Maria (the other had died 
some weeks earlier). The Brahmin was 
re-discovered in 1976 by local divers and 
was declared an Historic Shipwreck in 
1987 after a survey by Tasmanian State 
Maritime Archaeologist, Paul Clarke. 

Artefacts recovered from the wreck prior 
to 1987 have been declared and registered 
under amnesty and have remained in pri
vate possession and in the King Island 
Museum, although some are now located 
in the Queen Victoria Museum and Art 
Gallery, Launceston. 
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C ' ramics . predominantly stoneware con
taine r.- . glassware. slate. leadshot. coins 
and . hip fittings (including the bell) 
\\·e r most abundant among the artefacts 
ob r ed. MOst tabbleware ceramics 
aYailable are fragmented. As there has 
b n no fo rmal excavation of the site . 
the ontexL have not been recorded in 

crall . It ts thought that much of the 
2:0 i till on the wreck and small items 

uch a beads are occasionally still 
,.a hed a hare. 

In the and dunes close to the wreck are 
tra of the survivor's camp, which 

·auld ha e been difficult to find without 
help . Fragmented ceramics. beads 

glassware have been retrieved over 
e ·ears. Beads found washed ashore 
d in the campsite are identical to beads 

found some distance along the shore 
,-ithin the bounds of an old midden, rais

ing. among other questions, that of 
· eraction between the sites. 

The hospitality and assistance of Rob and 
Kathy Cooper and Christian Robertson 
(local residents) was very much appreci
ated. The days were full of detailing. pho
tographing and cataloguing as many items 
as possible. Measuring and sketching 
dozens of preserve jars and ink pots (both 
glass and ceramic) soon brought realisa
tion of the many minute ways in which 
"look alike" vessels can differ. 

Work finished an hour and a half before 
the plane was due to leave, leaving just 
enough time to visit the Diary Factory and 
sample the local cheeses, resulting in ex
cess luggage and finances in the black for 
the Island's economy, at least for a short 
while! 

The trip was in support of my MA re
search which centres on the role of the 
Brahmin in the mid 19th century trade 
patterns between Great Britain and Aus
tralia through analysis of the ship, re
trieved cargo and the survivor's camp. 

Many thanks to Mark, Matt and Mike for 
their time, effort and encouragement in 
this project. 

Pauline O'Malley. 

15 

·• 



ANTIQUARY LXII 

THE ASHBY DE LA ZO UC H 
MANUSCRIPT; A REAPPRAISAL 

"Serendip 'led me to't 
tho' Mentor and Vergil my guides" 

Louis Binford 
BACKGROUND 

The popular sensation that 
followed the discovery of the so-called 
ASHBY -DE-LA-ZOUCH manu.,cript 
(Broken Hill Museum of Austret.tiian 
Antiquities catalogue 67-24-0089) in 
989 has now abated sufficiently for a 
more scholarly and measured appraisal 
to be attempted. The sensationalist, not 
to say fantastic pronouncements 
common to a few years ago (especially 
those of Thersites et al, 998), although 
persistent I believe I am now in a 
position to refute, substituting an 
altogether more rational and measured 
explanation, taking full cognisance of 
recent theoreti¥a! reasoning and of the 
latest scientifill; advances in the areas of 
Scriptural Recovery and comparative 
ancient religions. The following article 
will, I believe, demonstrate the triumph 
of rational scientific investigations of 
past social processes for which a niche 
awaits all correctly interpreted data 
without resorting to the aimless 

, maundering of antiqua1ianism [with 
apologies to my present editor] and the 
pointless and even subversive desire for 
a sensational past. 

Most previously published 
works and monographs on the ASHBY 
MS have, rightly in my opinion dated it 
to the latter few years of the so-called 
'late Diluvial' period (notably Hawking 
991;1001, Cwl Davies 1011). This 
period, measured from the beginning of 
our present epoch 1022 years ago to 
around 2200 years bpe is notable for 
the almost inexplicable decline in any 
but the crudest monumental art, and, in 
the latter years the almost total absence ) 
of petmanent written records, even 
where an immense population is . 
suspected. At first sight, this latter has 
seemed an impossible dichotomy, and a 
number of more or less credible 
suggestions have been made to account 
for such a circumstance 

Among the most far-fetched 
was by Prof. Lewis who, in 1118 
proposed the "Screwtape Theory" 
(Lewis 1119), the principle thesis of 
which was that he envisaged all 
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information, whether Charter, Magico
Religious or Epic to be recorded and 
stored within machines, or, somehow, 
upon enormous lengths of ribbon, 
scraps of which (sans, needless to say, 
any accompanying information) have 
turned up from time to time in protected 
places. The principle source for this 
notion appears to be the 'discovery' of 
a sizable (some might say a 
suspiciously sizeable) manuscript (The 
Dilbert MS) in which such machinery is 
described (tr. Piltdown & Gates 1115) 
but it is my opinion that the so called 
Dilbert MS is a modem forgery (and a 
crude one at that) and that its ready 
acceptance among certain classes of 
scientists was the general expectation of 
the existence of such a device and the 
desire for public notoriety, 
notwithstanding the inconsistencies and 
anachronisms now (as well as, it must 
be said, then) obvious. 

The opinion of the present 
writer (described fully in Cwl-Davies 
1121) was that memory could be 
attuned to such a remarkable degree in 
those simpler times that a class of priest 
(the Taxofficists) had as part of their 
duties the memorisation of all the 
records of their people. Only in special 
circumstances (for example to enable 
the transmission of religious matter to 
far off colonies) would this taboo have 
been broken. As will be described 
below, such circumstances appear to 
have existed at the deposition of the 
ASHBY MS. 

PROVENANCE 
The atypical find spot of the 

MS, together with its associated 
artefacts is too well known to be 
repeated in this present work. A full 
desctiption, with excellent plates, may 
be read in "A purported relic of a post
Diluvial European Magician" (Ebert 
990 ). Suffice it to say that such a find 
spot, in an otherwise unadorned and 
undecorated tunnel chamber 60 metres 
below the surface in the southern region 
of the ancient Austral continental massif 
has misled many less careful workers 
( eg Smith-Woodward 997, Lyell, 999,) 
to the most fantastic theories. Was it 
placed deliberately, either as a sacrificial 
offering intended to stave off the 
coming disaster, as appears to be the 
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case with the "Holden Sh1ine" 
discovered off the cliffs in shallow 
coastal waters 300 kilometres to the 
south east ( Gundestrup 1 003) or was it 
a purely accidental loss; perhaps as a 
result of an catastrophic accident such 
as an earthquake (Lyell, 999) 

This latter possibility, even 
though championed by one of, nay, the 
champion of the theory of catastrophic 
transformations asks us to accept that 
such a precious assemblage of articles 
was carried into a deep underground 
recess where it was subsequently lost 
seems to me absurd in the extreme, 
again for reasons that I explain 
elsewhere ( Cw l Davies, 1218). The 
accompanying articles (Broken 'Hill 
MAA catalogue 67-24-0091 -0097) that 
is the decorated metallic box 
(indecorously christened the 'lunch 
box', or 'snaptin'; containing animal 
and cereal remains and 20 or so much 
corroded metal discs (each beruing the 
faint impression of mythical beasts; 
variously described as gaming pieces or 
perhaps sacred offerings) seem to the 
present writer to l:fe· very obviously 
paraphernalia of a ritual offering to a 
god of the underworld' without doubt 
the 'Humfdavy' character so beloved of 
the ancient line dances. 

In conclusion, the MS that is the 
subject of this work is without doubt 
the best preserved graphic relic of the 
'Ultimate Diluvial' epoch. I believe it 
to be of far greater importance than 
either the 'Dilbert MS' (with its 
uncertain provenance) or even the rare 
and beautiful 'K-MART illuminated 
MS, found a short distance from the 
present site and masterfully desclibed 
by Megaw (885). 

THE MANUSCRIPT 
The general appearru1ce of the 

manuscript will be familiar to all 
archaeologists. if not to all Dilettantes 
of antiquities. Ign01ing the omately 
decorated outside leaf for the moment, I 
will tum my attention to the remaining 
three leaves. There apperu· to be (at 
least) three parallel inscriptions, the 
meaning of only one is at present clear, 
though their rende1ing into modem 
Austeuropean makes little sense. The 
considered opinions that the text repeats 
the same phrases in at least three 
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languages (a v1ew supported by 
Champollion 11 I 7) and that the 
manuscript may thus represent a 'key' 
to translating the numerous relics of the 
so-called 'Pathway' scripts recovered 
world wide but whose meaning is at 
present obscure. As the ASHBY MS is 
the only example of all three scripts 
being found coincidentally, I am 
inclined to the opinion that it is a 
deliberately manufacture 'lexicon' for 
each language. 

At this point I must admit to an 
additional find, made by the present 
writer in 994 but hitherto unannounced 
to the scientific world. This was of a 
hoard of glass containers, each filled 
with traces of a red (blood like?) liquid, 
and each beru·ing remains of ,identical 
markings, apparently that of a single 
word and a brightly coloured bird; 
previously mistakenly identified as a 
'Donkey' (Napleono 100). I now 
conclude that this store of (seeming) 
libationary material is closely associated 
with the ASHBY MS, and I shall 
therefore henceforth refer to the text 
portions of the MS as the 'Rosella 
Tome, after the Linear A word borne by 
all the above mentioned containers. 

THE TEXT 
As I have no pretence to a deep 

knowledge of ancient languages, I have 
relied upon the translation of Ventricle 
( 1009) which I am satisfied is a faithful 
(in spirit if not perhaps in grammatical 
veracity) rendering. I refer to this 
section of the Tome as Linear A. For 
the first time I have appended a lexicon 
of all the more puzzling and obscure 
words and phrases, which, by their 
obvious veracity and cleru·ly explicated 
meanings, will admirably illustrate the 
result of the honest application of 
purely scientific analysis to a dead 
language. What is cettain is that these 
words were not included for merely 
ornamentative or like fatuous reasons. 
I am fitmly of the school that believes 
that at these remote peliods, especially 
in connection with obviously sacred 
writings, there was no concept of 'Art 
pour l'art', or words for purely 
pleasurable purpose (if such a thing can 
be called 'purpose') and that all 
writings and 'rut' had a rational 
purpose, no matter how obscure to us 
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blessed to dwell in more enlightened 
times. 

ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH 
Castle Abbey 

There is a village that I love in Leicestershire 1 

Always my heart enthralled2. Where the stars 
are bright above in Leicestershire. 
Believe it or not it's called 

ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH Castle Abbey3. 
That's the only place I long to be. Skies are full 

of blue, and cows are full of moo4 

In ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH by the seaS. 

ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH Castle Abbey3a. 
Its a little bit of heaven6 to me. 
Girls have pretty curls and boys have pretty 

girls 7 in ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH by the sea5a 

It's just a little humdrum8 place, But you'll be 
glad you came It's such a beautifulsome (?] 
place. Ain't it a shame that it's got such a 
name? 

ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH Castle Abbey3b. That's 
the only place I long to be. If you wanna 

smooch9 and be happy as a pooch 10 go to 

ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH by the sea5b. 

Notes 
1 Leicestershire. 
Correctly pronounced 'Lye-kest-thire' 
This has been identified (correctly in the 
present writers view) with an area of 
land near the western fringe of the 
Eurasian land mass (refer to map 1). 
Certain native legends (see 'A True and 
Certain defcription of the 
circambulations of Eyupmiduk and the 
Humfdavy' O'Leary 786) mention 
underground dwellers from this place 
who travelled to the legendary copper 
holes of "Austral", taking with them the 
worship of their own subterranean gods 
(notable the Humfdavy) during the late 
Diluvial era. This aspect, with its clear 
implications for the Rosella Tome are 
explored further in Mrs O'Rahilly's 
excellent little book. ( 0 'Rahilly 894 ). 
2 Enthralled 
The most ancient lexicographical 
evidence (the Xford Dictiona, 664) 
identifies the word 'thrall' as meaning 
'slave'. This indicates a slavery culture 
, possibly accounting for the forced 
expatriation of as slave workers or even 
sacliticial victims to Austral from 
Europ. This ties in well with the 
artefactual evidence. 
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3, 3a, 3b ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH 
Castle Abbey. 

The words 'Castle Abbey' appear three 
times in conjunction with ASHBY DE 
LA ZOUCH. This phrase is quite 
clearly a mystical response made by the 
congregation to words of power spoken 
by the officiating priest. 
4 Moo 
There are two possibilities for this 
otherwise enigmatic word; i] the theory 
of 'Moo' describing the life force of the 
Kou (a well known mythical beast) or 
ii] A reference to the lost continent of 
'Moo' or 'Mu' desclibed by Prof 
Churchward (The Lost Continent of 
Moo and the Dwellers Underground; 
950) . 
5, Sa, 5b by the sea 
This is surely one of the most puzzling 
phrases in the Tome. The latest 
research, carried out by Mrs Lloyd 
( 1117) tells us that at no time in the last 
5,000 years has the sea been anywhere 
near the assumed site of Ashby de la 
Zouch. There are two possible 
explanations; either that the a large 
river, identified as Trente, came much 
nearer to the town than is thought, or 
that the presence of the sea was purely 
because the sea was a necessary adjunct 
(for scriptural purposes) in such a 
sacred piece of text. I admit to 
consideting the latter case more likely. 
6 heaven 
The clear reference to this mythical land 
of heroes ( eg O'Rahilly 894) needs no 
fmther explanation in the context of the 
text, but serves to reinforce the sacred 
character. 
7 ., the boys have pretty girls 
The almost certain existence of, if I may 
so indelicately express such a 
distasteful concept, sex-slavery at the 
time (late Diluvial) has now, to my 
mind, been satisfactorily established 
by, among others, Mrs Smith (Smith 
1010). This, however, is the first 
indication we have that such slavery, or 
bondage, was officially and divinely 
sanctioned. 
8 humdrum 
This is a completely hitherto unknown 
word, but seems to be quite obviously a 
sacred species of percussive 
instrumentation, such as is described 
among the Hendrik ttibes of Namerica 
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(Megaw 878). It's appearance is 
conjectural. 
9, LO ... smooch ... pooch 
Again, two obviously linked words that 
have no known or theorised meaning, 
apart from their clear sound 
relationship. It is possible that the 
words refer to the act of delivering the 
death blow (smooch) to the sacrificial 
victim (pooch), though whether animal 
or human is not known. 

THE 'PATHWAY' SCRIPT 
I am now satisfied that can be 

only two possible explanations for this 
commonly found but totally 
incomprehensible script (for script of 
some kind it most certainly is). Of 
these I am now convinced that this 
script (which I term Analogue Q) 
represents the sacred dance steps of the 
legendary Lion, or Line dances, 
described by McArrina, 1002). I 
would encourage the interest of a 
dancing master with expertise in such 
ancient dances. The other explanation 
(that the marks may represent a musical 
notation; proposed by Megaw & 
Pythagoras, 1116) is I believe quite 
spurious and without any logical 
foundation, and shows an inappropriate 
application of mathematical theory 

It is almost certain that the 
vertical lines represent the upright 
stance of the dancers, the 'blobs' that 
appear at the top or bottom of the 
bodies' represent the head positions, 
and the oblique lines (refer to 
illustration) indicate arm and/or leg 
positions and movements. The 
presence of two or more lines of related 
script are plainly an attempt to 
differentiate between the actions of male 
and female dancers. I believe that a 
study is now being pursued by, among 
others, Ventricle and Strangeboy, in an 
attempt to translate a proposed Lion 
dance for peri'ormance before the King. 

The ILLUMINATED FIRST 
LEAF 

This leaf is the subject of a full 
treatment shortly to be published in the 
pages of this esteemed journal. ('The 
Ashby de La Zouch MS. a Scient~fic and 
True Analysis of an Example of Late 
Diluvial Religious Iconography'; In 
Press [ ed]). For the purposes of this 
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work, only two features need be dwelt 
upon. Firstly the crude nature of the 
'artwork' as compared to, for example, 
the roughly contemporary KMART 
MS. One can only assume that the 
primitive nature of the iconography is a 
specifically religious style (assuming, 
which is by no means certain, that the 
KMART MS is of a secular nature). 
Secondly there are the representations 
of quadrupeds. There are two species 
(perhaps Kou and Donkey?) and it 
would be logical to assume that these 
are meant to illustrate the permitted 
sacrificial- beasts. It is interesting to 
note the absence of any sign of the sea, 
though of course we cannot know if 
'by' meant adjacent to, or merely near 
the aforementioned geograp~ical entity. 
It must be assumed that the stylised 
Clouds (?) represent a sophisticated 
counting system for denoting the 
coiTect season for sacrifices (following 
a valuable suggestion by Aristophanes, 
2021 ). The apparent dwellings (or 
sacrificial containers) seem to be 
depicted again for purely formal 
purposes, as we have no reason to 
believe that above ground living was 
possible in Diluvial times, even as 
today. 

CONCLUSION 
As a result of my work, which 

has already consumed the bulk of my 
time over the last fifteen years, I am 
now convinced that the Rosella Tome 
and the ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH MS 
as a whole represents the single most 
important archaeological find of the last 
few centuries. In my opinion, I have 
shown how, by rigorous scientific 
deduction and rational analyses of Facts 
a true picture of an apparently 
impenetrable past can be laid bare for all 
men of science. I confidently expect 
that this modern steam age will see the 
full explanation of past times and 
explain the (admittedly sometimes 
peculiar and distasteful) activities of our 
ancestors that have up till now been a 
total mystery. At an early stage of the 
future I predict we will see a 
transliteration and translation of the 
Linear B portion of the Tome, and 
confidently expect it to be a Demotic 
version of Linear A, which I classify as 
Hieratic. 
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The Last Word ..... 

Well, this is it my fellow students, the end 
of the academic year for 1999. For my
self it's a landmark time as my BA is fi
nally complete. Next year I'll be doing 
Honours, in history belive it or not, and 
then .... ? Who knows ..... a job, a house, 
heart attack at 55, retirement, death, 
oblivion .... and so it goes. 

1999 also marks the final year that Dig-It 
will be released in its present hard copy 
format. As of first semester 2000 Dig-It 
goes 'on line' and a new technical net head 
position will be created on the Archaeol
ogy Society's committee. This web site 
technician will be the right hand of the 
editor. Personally, I don't see any reason 
why the editor and the IT officer positions 
can't be held by the same person it they 
have the skills. Either way, I think that 
Dig-It is about to take a great leap for
ward with the on-line edition being capa
ble oflinking to other sites and other Arch. 
Societies. The future' s so bright I ve gotta 
wear shades! 

make sure that the Diggers' Plate was 
brought back home to Flinders. Two fac
tors came into play to render this vow 
problematic. Firstly. it has come to my 
attention that, despite never having won 
it, the Diggers' Plate has never actually 
left the Flinders University grounds! For 
myself, that speaks volumes about the 
sobriety of the players involved in this 
great cricketing competition. Secondly. 
the Adelaide U ni. Paeleo Society has 
apparantly shuffled off this mortal coil! 
It is no more! Jt is, in fact, an ex-society! 
So, in the words of Han Solo in fact, "it's 
not my fault!". 

I think that one of the highlights of the 
year was the Quiz Night. This type of 
event can be difficult to co-ordinate at the 
best of times but with the large tum out I 
think that Chris L., Susan and Sally did 
an absolutely amazing job and I was 
happy to be a part of it. My involvement 
with Archaeolgy in general over . the last 
three years has been very rewarding, pri
marily because of the people I've been 
lucky enough to meet. Some of you know 
me as the buggar who can't get his work 
in on time; some of you know me as a 
Tavern hound and some of you even know 
me as the "sexiest man in archaeology". 
I'd only disagree with those views in so 
much as I usually did get my work in on 
time ... 

Thankyou to everyone who have made 
submitions over the last year. I know that 
if next year s editor gets the same sup
port then Dig-It and the Society can look 
forward to a bright future. 
Cheers. 
Chri Duncan. 

Now, last semester I actually ·vowed to Editor- Dig-It. 
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Sexual Polymorphism. 

Gender and Archaeo ogy. 
Fred and Wilma are. an example of prehistoric sexual polymor
.phism distorted by then current_social ideas. Thus not acknowl
edging the fact that sex and culture combine to make a gender 
role, they are not one and the same, and the gender role changes 

over time. 


