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A note from the
President

Editorial
AŌerasuccessfulrelaunchofDigItattheendof2012aŌeralengthy
hiatus, we have decided to start 2013 oī with a new numbering
system.ThisissueisVolume1,Issue1intheNewSeriesandwehave
plannedtoprintthreeissuesayear;oneinFebruary,oneinJulyand
theĮnaloneinOctober.IfyouhaveanysuggesƟonsforthelayoutor
contentofthisissue,oranyissue,donothesitatetocontactmeusing
thecontactinformaƟonbelow.
AsidefromworkingontheprintednewsleƩer,IhavebeendigiƟsing
theoldcopiesofDigItfromtheMegawcollecƟon.VincentMegaw
ownswhatwouldbetheonlycompletecollecƟonofŝŐ/ƚfromIssue1
1997toIssue152003.Thesewillbeavailableonourwebsitevery
soon.It’sgreattolookbackontheoldnewsleƩersandseeingwhich
ofourlecturersandindustryprofessionalswereinvolvedinArchSoc
commiƩeesandacƟviƟeswhentheywereatuniversity.Mypersonal
favouritewasstumblinguponthearƟcle’Whatthehellishappening
atJCU’inDigIt61999bythenPresidentoftheJamesCookUniversity
Archaeology and Anthropology Student’s AssociaƟon, Michael
Morrison.
As for this issue, we have lots to oīer our readers (I actually had to
turnawaysomeentries!).WehavehadsomegreatcontribuƟonsfrom
fellow students, and an arƟcle from Claire Smith about her
experiences with WACͲ7 and the eīorts that ArchSoc put in to help
runtheWACͲ7conferenceinJordan.ThefeaturedarƟcleofDigIt1is
by ArchSoc’s Įrst Honorary Life Member, Vincent Megaw. It is part
one of ‘The Flying Dutchman reaches port’, which originally featured
in AnƟquity Vol. 86. No. 332 2012. It is an honour to have Vincent
submiƫngarƟclestothenewseriesofDigIt,andifyoureadtheold
issuesofthenewsleƩer,youwillseewhy!

Jordan Ralph

Welcome to new and conƟnuing ArchSoc members for 2013. This
year is proving to be as busy and exciƟng as 2012 was for acƟvity. I
would like to thank the commiƩee of 2012 for their dedicaƟon and
enthusiasmtoArchSocaswehaveseentheopportuniƟesgrow,and
membership numbers reach unprecedented levels. ArchSoc is now
the largest and most acƟve student archaeological society in the
country.Thisisonlyachievedthroughthehardworkofthemembers
and the commiƩee. We are now looking at generaƟng an aĸliaƟon
networkwithsimilarorganisaƟonsacrossthecountryandaroundthe
world. I would like to welcome the new commiƩee for 2013, and I
lookforwardtoworkingwithyouallinthecomingyear.
A catch phrase in the Archaeology Department is ‘get involved’. The
Flinders Archaeological Society plays an important part in realising
this.ManymembersaregraduatestudentsandArchSocisoŌenthe
Įrstportofcallforprojectvolunteers.Weconductmanyfundraising
acƟviƟes in order to support our events and professional
development opportuniƟes. Involvement with these projects is a
great way to meet likeͲminded people, industry partners, future
colleagues and potenƟal employers. For those students new to the
archaeologyprogramyouwilllikelyĮndfriendswithsimilarinterests,
and those who have experienced the many nuances of academic
study amongst the membership. In this way ArchSoc also forms a
supportroleasyouembarkonanewadventure.AllIaskisdon’tbe
shy. Come along to things, introduce yourself and start chaƫng.
ArchSoc acƟviƟes are displayed on the noƟce board outside HUMN
112 so keep an eye out for what is going on. There is also the
newsleƩerDigIt,Facebookpage,TwiƩeraccount(@FlindersArchSoc)
and Blog (hƩp://Ňindersarchsoc.com/) for keeping up to date with
eventsandacƟviƟes.
IlookforwardtomeeƟngwithyouallthroughouttheyear.Asever,
we welcome suggesƟons for social events and professional
developmentideasfromyou,theArchSocmember.

DigIt

Andrew Wilkinson

DigItistheoĸcialnewsleƩeroftheFlindersArchaeologicalSociety.It
began in 1997 and aŌer a hiatus of at least Įve years, it was
relaunched in 2012, with the new series beginning in 2013. It is
published three Ɵmes a year and is printed at Flinders Press. DigIt
featuresbothscholarlyandlightͲheartedarƟclesfromanyonewithan
interestinarchaeology.
CorrespondencetotheEditorshouldbeaddressedto:
TheEditor,DigItc/oArchSoc
DepartmentofArchaeology
FlindersUniversity
GPOBox2100
Adelaide,5001
ORemailjordan.ralph@Ňinders.edu.au

Editorial team
Editor:JordanRalph
Reviewers:AntoineƩeHennessyandAndrewWilkinson

Cover photographs
Front cover: ArchSocks in Egypt. Models: Jordan Ralph and Andrew
Wilkinson(photograph:JessicaLumb,Giza,Egypt,23/01/2013).
Back cover: Petra at night (photograph: Andrew Wilkinson, Petra,
Jordan,20/01/2013).

ThistrophywasawardedtotheArchSocmembersfortheiroutstanding
contribuƟonatWACͲ7.SomeofuswereluckyenoughtogotoEgyptaŌer
WACͲ7!(photograph:JordanRalph23/01/2013).
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The Flying Dutchman reaches port
Part I

ThisarƟcleoriginallyfeaturedinAnƟquity Vol. 86, No. 332,
2012 andisreproducedwithpermissionoftheauthor.
*EmeritusProfessorVincentMegawistheĮrstHonorary
LifeMemberoftheFlindersArchaeologicalSociety.

Vincent Megaw*

Hardy—familymythologyhasitthattheygotengagedwhilestudying
Early Bronze Age decorated axes (Megaw & Hardy 1938). Eleanor
camefromawealthyIsleofManfamilyanditwasinManthatthey
spenttheirearlieryears.BasilwasDirectorandLibrarianoftheManx
Museum, and during the war he exploited the presence of interned
enemy aliens as skilled excavators. Prominent was Gerhard Bersu,
First Director of the RömischͲGermanische Kommission unƟl his
enforced reƟrement by the Nazis in 1935. Another brieŇy interned
scholar was Paul Jacobsthal, whose life’s work (1944) was to be a
conƟnuing inŇuence on mine (on Jacobsthal in Germany, see now
Crawford&Ulmschneider2011).

Christopher Hawkes, foundaƟon Professor of European Archaeology
at Oxford, was once asked whether he knew a young archaeologist
called Vincent Megaw. He responded: “Megaw? Megaw? There’s a
wholetribeofMegaws!”ThiswasaslightexaggeraƟon.Iwasbornin
Stanmore, Middlesex, in 1934 to a Dutch Jewish mother, Thérèse, a
talented pianist and mezzoͲsoprano whose parents were taken to
Auschwitz in 1942 and an Ulster Protestant father, Eric, a pioneer of
ultra shortͲwave propagaƟon who died at the age of 48 (Figure 1).
One uncle, A.H.S. (Peter) Megaw was a disƟnguished ByzanƟnist and
greatsingerofcontemporaryGreeksongs.HewasthelastDirectorof
AnƟquiƟes of the former Colony of Cyprus and then Director of the
BriƟshSchoolatAthens.Hisyoungerbrother,Basil,readArchaeology
at Peterhouse where he met (and subsequently married) Eleanor

It was thanks to the war that my archaeological and museological
educaƟon began in earnest. In 1940 I was evacuated to my
grandparents’ Belfast home, which contained a veritable family
cabinet of curiosiƟes—a Neolithic ground stone axe from the
Tievebulliagh quarries, Bronze Age sherds, a mummiĮed ibis and the
dressswordwhichhadbelongedtoanancestorwhoin1898hadbeen
with Kitchener at the baƩle of Omdurman. These objects, and much
elsebesides,hadbeenassembledbymyuncleswhentheyweresƟllat
school. Armed with the Everyday Life Series (Quennell & Quennell
1921, 1922) and the BriƟsh Museum Early Iron Age Guide (Smith
1925)giventomebymygrandmotherandundertheguidanceofan
honoraryuncle,T.G.F.PaƩerson,whowasCuratorofArmaghCounty
Museum from 1930 to 1970 (Evans 1975), I ordered and reͲordered
the artefacts, laboriously typing labels on my grandfather’s precious
Remington.IwasaŌerallonly8or9yearsold.
Later I enrolled, aged 16, as a member of the London InsƟtute of
Archaeology at Įve shillings per annum. This was a money spinner
invented by MorƟmer Wheeler, the InsƟtute’s Įrst director and
allowedvisitstoreadinitslibraryinitstemporaryhomeinStJohn’s
Lodge,asplendidNashbuildinginRegent’sParknowbelongingtothe
Sultan of Brunei. There one had to run the gauntlet of Kathleen
Kenyon’s massive dogs, and later the peril of being driven home by
Vere Gordon Childe, one of the world’s great bad drivers. In truth,
though,IwasnotparƟcularlyhappyinausterityLondon.Havingfailed
dismally(anddeservedly)inanaƩempttoreadclassicsandfollowmy
uncles to Peterhouse, I didn’t immediately jump at my headmaster’s
recommendaƟon to apply for a trainee managerial posiƟon at
Harrods.AndsomyuncleBasilsuggestedIgotoseeBeatricedeCardi.
AtthatƟmetheindestrucƟbleBea,now98andoncedescribedaspart
ͲIndiana Jones, partͲMiss Marple, was Secretary of the Council for
BriƟshArchaeology—indeed,inmanywaysshewastheCBA.Making
my way up to the Kensington garret where the CBA oĸce then was,
Beaaskedmeaboutmycurrentinterests—toomany,toovague—and

Figure1.Hampstead1936.TheyoungVincentstudyinga
contemporaryartefact(photograph:BentJacobsen).
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recommended studying archaeology at Edinburgh where her friends
Stuart PiggoƩ and Richard Atkinson were and where she thought I
mightĮndboththecityandtheuniversitycongenial.

Society of AnƟquaries in Burlington House. My basic task was the
pictureresearch,butIalsodidcopyͲediƟng,somehowavoidingbeing
struck down from on high for correcƟng the English of such as Sir
MorƟmerWheeler,MaxMallowanandGrahameClark.Thiswaswhen
I learnt from the sales team that the most important thing about a
new book was Įrst and foremost its Ɵtle and then its jacket design;
contentscameapoorthird.

Shewasofcourseabsolutelyright.Iappliedandwasacceptedtoread
for an MA in Prehistoric Archaeology, with Fine Art as a second
subject,thoughitmustbesaidthatIwasveryfarfrombeingamodel
student.FillinginƟmebeforegoinguptoEdinburghIjoinedmyĮrst
digatSnailDowninWiltshire(Thomas2005).Hereanumberofsites
were under threat owing to the area’s use as a tank training ground
(siƫngonaCenturiontankwhilebeingdrivenoverabarrowmustrate
highly among life’s forbidden pleasures). I also went for six weeks to
Denmark where in Jutland I experienced my Įrst megalithic tomb
excavaƟon, pausing brieŇy to shake hands with the preͲRoman Iron
Age Grauballe Man (Asingh & Lynnerup 2007) before accompanying
OleKlindtͲJensentohisnaƟveIslandofBornholmtheretoexplorethe
MigraƟonPeriodcemeteryofMandhøj(KlindtͲJensen1957).
SeasonsatSnailDownwereinterspersedwithparƟcipaƟoninCharles
Thomas’ conƟnuing Įeldwork in north Cornwall, parƟcularly on his
family land at Gwithian, one of the Įrst mulƟͲperiod projects in
England.EvenmorethanSnailDown,Gwithianseemstohavebeena
fruiƞul nursery for budding professional archaeologists: Bernard
Wailes was there and Peter Fowler, while Charles Higham was a
schoolboy volunteer. It provided one of the high points of my own
career as a Įeld archaeologist—the discovery in 1958 in the Bronze
Age levels of evidence of crossͲploughing using an ard, a feature
previously known only from Scandinavia and the Netherlands
(Nowakowskietal.2007).

Figure2.Stonehenge1954.ExcavaƟonofbluestonecircle.JVSMisstanding
onthefarrightlisteningtoRichardAtkinson(photograph:bypermissionof
EnglishHeritage/NMR).

At Edinburgh, those of us who proceeded beyond First Ordinary
Prehistoric Archaeology—I did at least manage to do that—soon
realisedhowluckyweweretobethereintheĮŌies—goldenyearsof
archaeologyattheuniversity.Atkinson—unjustlymuchderidedinhis
laƩeryears—wasanexcellentlecturertotheĮrstyearclassesaswell
as a pracƟcallyͲminded instructor in the Įeld, while Stuart PiggoƩ’s
oŌenquirkyerudiƟonshoneandsomeoftheƟmeitseemsheenjoyed
teaching us (PiggoƩ 1965: dedicaƟon). Not every lecture of Stuart’s
was perfect, notably when, in his own words, he was suīering from
whatheoncedescribedtomeasmelancholia,accidiaandanhedonia.I
wassoonmyselftorecognisethesymptomsalltoowell.ItwasStuart
whosawthatmyinterestinthevisualartsandarchaeologymightbe
puttouseinthestudyofearlyCelƟcart.Asubsidiaryinterest,which
grewoutofachanceremarkofStuart’s,waspalaeoͲorganology,less
obscurelyreferredtothesedaysasmusicarchaeology.Thisleadtomy
ĮrstpublicaƟoninAnƟquityandmyrôle—atleastattheƟme—asthe
EuropeanexpertonboneŇutes(Megaw1961).Thankstomymother,
musichasalwaysbeenanessenƟalpartofmylife.

In1961ImarriedRuthMiller,theonlydaughterofaScoƫshminister
and a Welsh schoolteacher. With as gliƩering a scholasƟc career as
minewasabysmal,whenIĮrstmethershehadjustjoinedtheForeign
Oĸce as the youngest Third Secretary in the Service. We were
engagedatGwithianandspentourhoneymoonthere—itrainedfora
week. Althoughtrained as an American historian, with Ňuent French,
good German and a working knowledge of Spanish, more and more
Ruth Miller became a collaborator on my various Iron Age projects,
parƟcularlyduringthediĸcultƟmestocome.
AswellasworkingatT&H,ImoonlightedasoneofNikolausPevsner’s
research assistants on The Buildings of England. Pevsner, another of
those disƟnguished refugees from Hitler’s Germany, was a stern but
kindly editor, always full of good pracƟcal, if somewhat dangerous,
advice,like“WhenstudyingastreetscapefortheĮrstƟmealwayslook
withyourheadintheairthebeƩertoblockoutmodernaddiƟonsto
old buildings at ground level”. In the evenings I worked for the
University of London ExtraͲMural Department teaching a course on
European prehistory—an excellent training for the shape of things to
come. At the beginning of eachsession Igot the class to write down
why they were studying archaeology; my favourite response came
fromabankmanagerwhoansweredsimply:“Togetawayfromitall”.

During my undergraduate period and for several years aŌer, I joined
CharlesThomasathislongͲrunninginvesƟgaƟons(1956–1963)onthe
Isle of Iona, home of St Columba’s sixthͲcentury monastery (see now
O’Sullivan 1998). I have memories ofplaying Handel violin sonatas in
theAbbeyandsiƫngenthralledwhiletheactorEricPorterarguedthe
existenceofGodwiththeReverendGeorgeMacleod,LordMacleodof
Fuinary, founder in 1938 of the Iona Community. Greatly daring, I
called George to his face “the Sir MorƟmer Wheeler of religion”. He
laughed,butthecomparisonwasnotaltogethersilly;bothwereborn
in Glasgow, both had a military bearing and a wellͲkept moustache,
bothhadhada‘goodwar’andbothweregreatleadersofmen—and
women.
Stonehenge was another Įeld experience available to
the Edinburgh students (Figure 2). During the 1958 season I was
interviewedbyStuart,GlynDanielandWalterNeurath,thelaƩerone
ofagroupofrefugeesfromHitler’sEuropewho,asfounderofThames
andHudson,waschangingthefaceofpublishinginBritain.WithGlyn
asarchaeologicaladvisor,Neurathwantedtorecruitanarchaeologist
to undertake the inͲhouse ediƟng of the Įrst of a series of mulƟͲ
authored and coͲpublished volumes with integrated text and
illustraƟons. The Įrst volume was actually to be edited by Stuart
(PiggoƩ1961)andhavinggotthejob,IliterallyprovidedthelegͲwork
between the genteel Georgian slum that was the Bloomsbury oĸces
ofT&H,theInsƟtuteofArchaeologyLibraryinGordonSquareandthe

In 1961 I responded to an adverƟsement for a Lecturer in European
Iron Age Archaeology at the University of Sydney and was informally
interviewed in London by J.R.B. Stewart, the foundaƟon Edwin
Cuthbert Hall Professor of Near Eastern Archaeology. Jim Stewart, a
specialistintheBronzeAgeofCyprus,hadavisionofadepartmentof
archaeology which reŇected all aspects of the archaeology of the
Mediterranean and the lands bordering on it. What he would not
tolerate was the suggesƟon that the archaeology of Australia should
betaughtinuniversityƟmeorwithuniversitymoney.Thefactthatthe
teachingofarchaeologywassplitbetweentwodepartments—Richard
WrightwhohadcomeouttoSydneyinthesameyearaswehad,had
joined the Department of Anthropology—was to have a disastrous
eīectonSydney’spotenƟaltobealeadinginsƟtuƟondevotedtothe
study of world archaeology. Only this year, thanks to a generous
endowment,hasSydneymovedtoappointitsĮrstChairofAustralian
Archaeology,theĮrstsuchnamedchairanywhereintheworld.
The Flying Dutchman reaches port willconcludeinthenextediƟonofDigIt.
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www.facebook.com/ﬂindersARCHSOC
Twitter
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