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In the afternoon, Dr Wayne Johnson from the Sydney
Harbour Foreshore Authority conducted a tour of The Rocks,
a suburb in Sydney with a lot of character and an interesting
history.

Friday 14th August

Macquarie University hosted the pre-conference
workshops on Friday the 14th of August, beginning with an
acknowledgement of country on behalf of the Darug people
of the Eora nation and a welcome address by the Deputy Vice
Chancellor, John Simons.

The National Archaeology Student Conference is a
conference run by students for students, aiming to provide
students with the opportunity to present their research in a
welcoming and encouraging environment. Started in 1998
at ANU by Dr Annie Clarke, NASC ran until 2004 and was
then revived in 2014 by students from Flinders University,
Adelaide. The 2014 conference was a great success and
brought together a diverse group of archaeology students,
both domestic and international.
In 2015, NASC moved to Sydney and was held from the 14th16th August, hosted by students from the University of Sydney
and Macquarie University. Over 100 archaeology students
and staff from across Australia attended the 3-day conference.

Pre-conference tours – 13th August

There were two pre-conference tours organised for those
participants arriving in Sydney early. One tour was at the
University of Sydney’s Nicholson Museum run by Dr Craig
Barker to showcase the range of antiquities held by the
university and the architecture of Australia’s oldest university.
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The morning workshops were held at the Macquarie
Art Gallery and included presentations about excavation
experience at the ancient Roman town of Carsulae (220 BC–
AD 250) near Umbria, Italy by Samantha Jones and Rodney
Cross as part of the ‘Australian Carsulae Archaeological
Project’ (ACAP). Macquarie PhD candidate, Aaron de Souza,
then presented ‘Making Connections: Building Networks in
Archaeology’ to the student delegates about the importance
of networking in archaeological circles. This was based on
his own experience whilst attending conferences, undertaking
fieldwork and museum visits for his ancient Egyptian
archaeological research.
A Q&A panel followed with the conference keynote speakers,
Dr Aedeen Cremin from the University of Canberra and
Associate Professor Amanda Esterhuysen from the University
of Witwatersrand, South Africa. Associate Professor Kenneth
Sheedy also featured as a representative for Macquarie
University. Questions were asked of the panel members about
their life and careers in archaeology, allowing an informal
discussion about the state of archaeology today and the need
for current students to broaden their skill set in order to be
more employable.

Figure 1 The logo for the National Archaeology Student
Conference 2015. Design credit goes to Kayla Tenielle
Gourlay.
Figure 2 Friday’s Q&A Panel with Dr Aedeen Cremin,
Dr Kenneth Sheedy and Associate Professor Amanda
Esterhuysen with Olivier Rochecouste as MC.
Figure 3 The conference bags contents, with thanks to
our sponsors, Macquarie University, The University of
Sydney, NAB, GML Heritage, Australian Association
of Consulting Archaeologists INC (AACAI), Australian
Archaeology Institute at Athens (AAIA), Museum
of Applied Arts and Sciences (MAAS) the Nicholson
Museum, Museum of Ancient Cultures and the Macquarie
Ancient History Association (MAHA).
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Figure 4 International keynote speaker, Associate Professor
Amanda Esterhuysen, presenting her keynote address ‘A
retro- and introspection of post-1994 archaeology in South
Africa’.
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The afternoon workshops focused on providing students
with an insight into practical archaeological skills. An
‘Archaeological Illustration Experience Workshop’ was
run by Mary Hartley of Macquarie University, teaching
the basics and importance of technical archaeological
fieldwork illustration. Macquarie staff members, Dr. Adela
Sobotkova, Dr. Brian Ballsun-Stanton and Associate Professor
Shawn Ross, conducted a practical demonstration of their
Federated Archaeological Information Management Systems
(FAIMS) project mobile app, which allows offline digital
recording in the field. These two archaeological recording
workshops complemented each other, emphasising that paper
recording is still a requirement, but that technology can
also be integrated into field recording. A BBQ dinner was
organised at the Macquarie Staff Café after the workshops,
before students attended the domestic keynote presentation,
‘Peripheral Vision’, by Dr Aedeen Cremin at Macquarie’s
Museum of Ancient Cultures.

Conference Proceedings

Conference presentations ran on Saturday 15th and Sunday
16th August. Abstracts were accepted for 3 different options
to present – research presentations, excavation presentations
and posters. Excavation presentations were introduced
this year to give students the opportunity to discuss their
excavation experiences and to give undergraduate students
attending an idea of what excavation opportunities there are.
There were a total of 24 research presentations, 6 excavation
presentations and 7 posters presented. Research presentations
were allocated fifteen minutes to present with five minutes
question time and excavation presentations were allocated
ten minutes to present with a couple of minutes for questions.
Saturday started with Uncle ‘Chikka’ Madden presenting a
Welcome to Country on behalf of the Gadigal people of the
Eora Nation. Presentations then followed with four sessions
running throughout the day. There were two undergraduate
presentations, five Honours presentations, one Masters
presentation and four PhD presentations. The poster session,
displaying seven posters of student research then followed,
with the final presentation of the day by keynote speaker
89

Associate Professor Amanda Esterhuysen. Her talk titled ‘A
retro- and introspection of post-1994 archaeology in South
Africa’ was thought provoking and insightful.
Sunday 16th started with six excavation presentations, and was
then followed by four research presentation sessions which
included three undergraduate presentations, four Honours
presentations, one Masters presentation and four PhD
presentations.
The conference proceedings ended with positive feedback
from the judges, remarking on the world-class standard of
research and the enthusiasm they saw from students. They
also highlighted presentation skills that students should work
on such as engaging with the audience and decreasing the
amount of words on PowerPoint.

We would also like to thank everyone who attended
NASC2015 and took the opportunity to be a part of this
conference. We would like to thank all the judges for attending
the conference, as it is important to provide presenters with
useful critical feedback; furthermore, it gave all attendees
the opportunity to hear general feedback that will hopefully
encourage them to present next year. Finally, a big thank you
to all of the sponsors and supporters (Fig. 3).
NASC2015 was a huge success, an opportunity for students
to network with the students from across Australia. We look
forward to seeing what the future of NASC holds, starting
with UWA in 2016.

Closing night dinner

The closing night dinner was held on the Sunday night
at the Toxteth Hotel in Glebe. Forty people attended the
dinner including our international keynote speaker Amanda
Esterhuysen and judge Michael Lever. At the dinner the
conference awards were also presented, with each prizewinner receiving a certificate, golden trowel and chocolates.
The winners in each category were:
Undergraduate: Chris Silvester (La Trobe)
Honours: Ané Van der walt (USYD)
Masters: Michael Leadbetter (USYD)
PhD: Georgia Roberts (La Trobe)
Poster: Ben Bassett (MON)
Excavation: Hannah Morris (USYD)
Bruce G. Trigger: Michael Leadbetter (USYD), with
honorable mentions to Olivier Rochecouste (MQU) and
Francesca McMaster (USYD)

Figure 5. S harna Katzeff (Vice Chairperson), Assoc. Prof. Amanda Estherhuysen, Olivier
Rochecouste (Treasurer) and Rebekah Hawkins (Chairperson) at the closing
conference dinner.

The future of NASC

NASC was a rewarding and amazing experience to help
coordinate. After last year’s conference at Flinders, the
committee explained that they were not sure if there would
be a NASC after 2014 and so a handover process wasn’t at
the forefront of their planning. Therefore, one of the main
goals of the 2015 Organising Committee was to make sure
that everything was prepared for an easy, quick and effective
handover process. A session during the conference was also
organised for interested students to discuss and ask questions
about the organisation of NASC. As a result, this year we
had interested universities prepare a proposal for the next
NASC and the core committee decided on a university to host
for 2016 with a strong vision, new ideas and a good support
network. We have decided to handover NASC to UWA for
2016.
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Figure 6. E
 ach winner received a certificate, chocolates and a unique NASC gift; a
golden trowel.

105

106

107

