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Abstract
Palatial structures of the Middle Bronze Age (MBA; 2000-1550 BCE) and the Late Bronze Age (LBA; 1550-1200 
BCE) southern Levant are important governmental buildings that can provide insight into elite rulership 
and society. They can be divided into two distinct functional forms: the redistributive centre, a central hub 
of international trade and political power, and the independent estate, run by a ‘big man’ rather than a 
ruling elite. Historical records have suggested a change in function occurs between the MBA and LBA in these 
palatial buildings. These records attest to the domination of Egypt over the southern Levant in the fourteenth 
and thirteenth centuries BCE, indicating that the effect on elite governance would see palaces undergo a 

functional change. This paper investigates three 
case studies in the southern Levant: Kabri, Hazor 
and Pella. It examines whether a drastic decline 
and lack of maintenance of the structures in 
the archaeology, coinciding with an increase in 
Egyptian artefacts, can support this apparent 
change in function. The findings in the palace at 
Pella reinforce this theory, indicating that it is 
possible the ruling elite lost all control and power 
in the LBA, due to the new political situation in the 
southern Levant. Future study on a larger number 
of sites is recognised as key to providing a more 
widespread picture of the effects of empire on the 
palaces of the southern Levant in the MBA and 
LBA. 

Introduction
Over the centuries the need to expand, conquer and rule 
over once independent kingdoms was recognised as a key 
product of  imperialism. Among the powerful empires of  the 
world were the Egyptians, who came to full strength around 
the fourteenth and thirteenth centuries BCE and dominated 
much of  the Levant. The palaces of  the Middle Bronze Age 
(MBA; 2000-1550 BCE) and the Late Bronze Age (LBA; 
1550-1200 BCE), which were the houses of  rulership and 
administration, provide some of  the best archaeological 

Figure 1.  Palace ground plan - Kabri Area D MB II-III  
Source: Yasur-Landau and Cline ca. 2008:1.

Figure 2.  Palace ground plan - Hazor Areas A and M LBA  
Source: Bonfil and Zarzecki-Peleg 2007:36
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material to examine the effects that the Egyptian Empire had 
on the makeup of  society. These structures were a show of  the 
power and control of  the ruler through their monumentality 
and excessiveness (Trigger 1990:122). They were also used 
as a way to express the legitimacy of  a royal family’s reign 
(Zuckerman 2010:178). With palaces characterised by a 
number of  features, including large stone foundations, walls 
thicker than one metre, extensive ground plans, and abundant 
and varied exotica (Figures 1 and 2), any change to these 
features over time can be used to examine the ultimate effect 
of  an invading and overpowering empire on a local and 
international scale. It has been proposed that in the southern 
Levant the once independent, redistributive palaces of  the 
MBA change in the LBA to that of  a small household due to 
the Egyptian domination (Winter 2014). This suggests that the 
once independent ruling elites no longer had political control 
of  a city and functioned more as the leader of  a group but 
with no real authority in the LBA. As a result of  Egyptian 
supremacy, the cultural, social, economical and political 
aspects of  society in the southern Levant were inevitably 
altered (Winter 2014).

The southern Levant, also known as Canaan, refers to the 
geographic area that consists of  modern Israel, Jordan, 
Lebanon, the State of  Palestine and some southern areas of  
Syria (Mazar 2009:3). This paper explores the effect of  the 
Egyptian Empire on palaces at three sites in the southern 
Levant: Hazor, Kabri and Pella (Figure 3). This area is of  
great importance when considering the effects of  the Egyptian 
Empire on palace structures, as Egyptian domination was at 
its strongest in the southern Levant compared to any other 
area in the LBA. 

Historical Context and the 
Rise of the Egyptian Empire in 
the LBA
To understand how the Egyptian Empire affected the palatial 
structures and political hierarchies of  the southern Levant, the 
historical context of  the area must be established first. Table 1 
outlines the chronology of  the southern Levant that has been 
utilised in this study. 

The relations of  the southern Levantine MB I with Egypt 
are open to debate. At this time archaeologically, imported 
Egyptian materials are rare, though not completely absent. 
Most imports are evidently located at these large sites along 
communication and trade routes (Cohen 2014:459). It was 
the influence from the northern Levant that is recognised as 
the most significant power in this period over the southern 
Levant. In the MB II and MB III, many of  the developments 
seen in the MB I continue to thrive and develop (Cohen 
2014:459-460; Kempinski 1992:177; Mazar 2009:198). The 
trade of  foreign imports begins to appear more regularly, 
despite still being relatively scarce, however a large number 
of  Canaanite exports are found in different areas (Cohen 

Figure 3.  Southern Levant and the three sites – Hazor, Kabri and Pella (circled) 
Source: Mazar 2009:177, Map 6.1; Winter 2014:6

Period Date Egyptian Dynasties

MB I 2000-1750 BCE Middle Kingdom Mid-
11th Dynasty to Mid-13th 
Dynasty

MB II 1750-1650 BCE Second Intermediate Period 
14th-15th Dynasties

MB III 1650-1550 BCE Second Intermediate Period 
16th-17th Dynasties

LB IA 1550-1470 BCE Early 18th Dynasty

LB IB 1470-1400 BCE Mid-18th Dynasty

LB IIA 1400-1300 BCE Late 18th Dynasty

LB IIB 1300-1200 BCE 19th Dynasty

Table 1.  Chronology of  the southern Levant in the Middle Bronze and Late Bronze Ages in 
conjunction with Egyptian Dynasties
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2014:462). An overall standardisation of  material culture and 
concentration of  authority in settlements and regions appears 
to occur (Cohen 2014:459).

At this stage, Egypt was experiencing a time of  weakness and 
instability, with the Hyksos, a foreign group of  people from 
Lower Egypt, invading and ruling Egypt (Mazar 2009:191). 
This resulted in limited trade and relations with Egypt at 
this time. The major feature that has been used to define the 
transition from MBA to LBA is the expulsion of  the Hyksos 
from Egypt in the fifteenth century BCE by the pharaoh 
Ahmose (Harrison 2012:644; Weinstein 1981:5). External 
forces of  political power greatly impacted on the Levant and 
resulted in social, economic and political changes between the 
periods (Pfälzner 2012:770). 

The transition from the MBA to the LBA in the Levant 
saw a decline in the size of  settlements and a shift of  the 
population from the urban centre and its periphery to small, 
semi-nomadic pastoral city-states with alternative hierarchy 
systems (Gonen 1984:66-69; Mazar 2009:240; Panitz-Cohen 
2014:543). There is a lack of  fortifications in the LBA (Gonen 
1984:69-70; Mazar 2009:243) compared to the proceeding 
period where fortification was crucial. The strengthened 
Egyptian domination in Canaan is possibly responsible for 
this lack of  fortifications in the LBA, weakening the power 
and control of  the once independent cities (Gonen 1984:70). 
There are no distinct changes between the MBA and LBA 
in regards to material culture (Harrison 2012:644; Mazar 
2009:257-258). 

As a result of  Egypt’s newfound power and control in the 
LB IA, there is an increase in the interactions between 
the southern Levant and Egypt. Egyptian imports and 
Egyptian-style artefacts increase in all contexts, with names of  
Eighteenth Dynasty rulers occurring on objects throughout 
Canaan (Mumford 2014:75). However, it is not until the 
conquest of  Megiddo in 1482 BCE that Egyptian domination 
and control take effect in the succumbed territories. 
Egyptian campaigns are held throughout Canaan in order 
to eradicate the remaining Hyksos power that was prevalent 
in the southern and inland regions of  the Levant (Weinstein 
1981:7-8). Many cities and towns experience destruction 
as a result of  these campaigns in the LB IB. A number of  
Egyptian administrative residencies and military garrisons 
appear, as a way of  imposing direct military control over the 
wider Levant (Burke 2010:59; Mumford 2014:75; Weinstein 
1981:12, 1992:142). As a result, territories were dismantled 
into smaller, more controllable entities and a large majority 
of  these kingdoms become Egyptian vassals, losing their once 
independent status (Burke 2010:57). 

The presence of  the Egyptian Empire and its influence 
in Canaan was seen at its strongest in the fourteenth to 
thirteenth centuries BCE (late LB IIA to LB IIB), during 
the Nineteenth and Twentieth Egyptian dynasties (Mazar 
2009:232). The influences of  the Egyptians were seen in 

almost all aspects of  life, such as the architecture, pottery, 
burial customs and political systems of  the cities (Gonen 
1984:69). This created a period of  deterioration and 
decline throughout the southern Levant. It is in this period 
of  greatest Egyptian power and influence that there is a 
possible change in architectural style and palace building. 
With the introduction of  Egyptian administrative powers in 
the cities of  Canaan, due to the Egyptian domination in the 
later LB IIA-B, a change is seen in the ruling elite. Mazar 
(2009:279) suggested that local elites were sworn to loyalty 
to the Egyptian Empire or if  they refused to do so, they were 
replaced by new people already loyal. A common practice 
that may have deemed other ways unnecessary was to return 
Canaanite princes, who had been sent to Egypt to live and be 
educated in the pharaoh’s household, to rule and inherit their 
city-states, adopting and incorporating an Egyptian-Levantine 
influence and relationship between the two entities (Panitz-
Cohen 2014:547). It may be that what transpires in the LBA 
is a change brought about by empire. This could indicate 
an ushering in of  a new but possibly impoverished type of  
local LBA palace, that functioned more as a ‘big house’ than 
the MBA ‘redistributive centre’, with the king’s position as 
ruler no longer valid under the Egyptian empire in the LBA 
(Winter 2014). It is hard to believe that the display of  control 
and power by Egypt over the Canaanite cities in the LBA, 
which is attested to in the historical sources and archaeology 
at a number of  sites, would have zero effect on their political, 
administrative and cultural society.

The Palaces at Kabri, Hazor 
and Pella
The MBA and LBA palaces at Hazor, Kabri and Pella are 
significant sites that allow archaeologists to assess changes 
over time by examining each of  the palaces’ architecture and 
material finds. These sites have each provided substantial 
data to propose that changes would occur as a result of  
imperialism. By examining the occupation periods of  the 
sites, the maintenance levels of  the structures and the artefacts 
discovered, a picture of  the site is presented.

Figure 4.   Archaeological remains of  Area A at Hazor.  
Source: The Hebrew University of  Jerusalem 2012
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Hazor
Located in the Hula Valley, Tel Hazor was the largest 
Canaanite site in the second millennium BCE, measuring 
around 80 hectares (Maeir 2000:37; Zuckerman 2010:163). 
It was first excavated in 1955. There have been palatial 
archaeological remains, the ‘Ceremonial Palace’, uncovered 
from the site dating to the LBA in Areas A and M (Ben-Tor 
2013:85). This structure had three main areas, consisting of  
a courtyard, porch and throne room (Figure 4). It had thick 
mudbrick walls, a massive stone foundation, orthostats, a large 
number of  rooms and contained basalt in its construction 
(Ben-Tor et al. 1995:66; Bonfil and Zarzecki-Peleg 2007:27-
30). A multitude of  statutory, figurines, imported pottery, 
jewellery pieces, cylinder seals and weaponry are just some 
of  the elaborate and prestigious objects that have been 
discovered at Hazor (Winter 2014:53). Much debate has 
surrounded the function of  the Ceremonial Palace, with 
many of  the features and construction details being shared 
with temples (Ben-Tor 2013:90-91). A large structure, termed 
an MB II palace, was also uncovered in Area A, containing 
thick walls, deep foundations, cobbled floors and MBA 
pottery sherds (Ben-Tor 1989:6-7, 1998:459; Yadin 1972:124), 
indicating that there was a predecessor to the LBA palace. 

Kabri
Situated in the western Galilee region of  Israel is Tel Kabri, 
a once flourishing MBA city that held strong international 
connections and coastal relations (Yasur-Landau et al. 
2008:59). The first systematic excavations to occur at Kabri 
took place between 1986 and 1993. In Areas D and F, a large 
MB II-III palace was uncovered with possible evidence of  an 
earlier MB I palatial structure below (Figure 5). The structure 
spanned over 5,000-6,000 square metres and had three wings, 
containing a multitude of  rooms, halls and courtyards (Oren 
2002:68; Yasur-Landau et al. ca. 2013:10). Some of  the most 
popular and important finds to date are a remarkable painted 
floor and wall fresco fragments that were uncovered at the 
site. Floor and wall paintings are acknowledged as being 
exclusive to palaces and private buildings, and were a symbol 
of  power and prestige (Morgan 2005:21; Winter 2000:749). 
Other structures linked to the palace have also been 
uncovered. The ‘Orthostat Building’ was discovered in 2011, 
although the relationship to the palace is still undecided, and 
a large Palatial Storage Complex, which housed wine, have 
both yielded interesting and important finds (Koh et al. 2014; 
Yasur-Landau et al. 2012:2-3; Yasur-Landau et al. ca. 2013:3-
4). The elaboration and unprecedented size of  the Kabri 
palace, along with the fact that few MBA palaces have been 
uncovered in Israel (Kempinski 1992:173), shows the unique 
importance of  the site. The absence of  the LBA at Kabri 
is possibly some of  the best evidence yet for understanding 
the extent of  the Egyptian Empire’s rule and campaigning 
(Winter 2014:84). 

Pella
The site of  Pella is located in the foothills of  the upper (north) 
Jordan Valley, nearby to the modern village of  Tabaqat 
Fahl. Palatial remains dating to the MBA and LBA have 
been found on the main tell in Trench XXXIIBB (Bourke 
2014:17). This site is highly important, as it is the only one 
of  the three sites examined to have clear evidence of  the 
transition from the MBA to the LBA. Three different phases 
of  the palace are noted dating to the MB II-III, LB IA and 
LB IIA (Figure 6). Thick mudbrick walls and plaster flooring 
are common throughout the palace at Pella. Large amounts 
of  exotica, including statues, scarabs, figurines and imported 
pottery, have been uncovered at the site suggesting it was a 
flourishing city with international connections (Winter 2014). 
Although further excavation is required of  the palace phases, 
a preliminary examination of  these particular structures 
has been undertaken. It was concluded that these buildings 
would have functioned as palaces and that they experienced 
a change in the architecture and material remains in the LBA 
(Winter 2014). 

Figure 5.  Areas D and F MB II-III palace at Kabri 
Source: Yasur-Landau and Cline ca. 2011:2, fig. 2

Figure 6.  Remains of  the three palace phases from the MB II-III to LB IIA at Pella in 
trench XXXIIBB 
Source: Pella Project and The University of  Sydney 2013
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Problems with the Evidence 
from Palaces of the Southern 
Levant
Until recently a problem with the evidence was that no study 
had analysed what constituted a palace. It is recognised widely 
that during the MBA and LBA, southern Levantine forms of  
palaces are greatly affected by influences in architecture from 
the northern Levant (Bonfil and Zarzecki-Peleg 2007:32-39; 
Kempinski 1992:174; Mazar 2009:210-211; Oren 1992:113; 
Wright 1985:269). Whilst it appears that much is known about 
the ‘palaces’ of  the southern Levant, a secure justification for 
their definition and function ultimately derived from northern 
Levantine studies. Therein lies the problem, as the palaces of  
the southern Levant differ largely from their neighbours in the 
northern Levant. 

But how then were these buildings to be identified? What is 
a palace and what is a house or a temple? A set of  criteria 
were determined that could be used to conduct a preliminary 
identification of  a palace building and they were (Winter 
2014): 

• Large stone foundations
• Walls thicker than 1 metre
• Plaster, paved or decorated flooring
• Large number of  rooms (over 10)
• Abundant and varied exotica
• Storerooms
• Use of  orthostats
• Stairways
• Complex, non-standard ground plan
• Hard stone features
• Courtyard surrounded on side/s by rooms

Palatial building remains are commonly fragmentary in 
nature in the southern Levant (Oren 1992:105), resulting in 
significant amounts of  evidence lost over time. However, this 
checklist hoped to make buildings that were palaces more 
easily identifiable and answer research questions accurately, in 
place of  the fragmentary material. 

Another problem is many people believe that the textual 
documents uncovered at particular sites can be solely used to 
answer the archaeological questions posed. The majority of  
archives discovered in the Near East in the second millennium 
BCE were found in palaces (Ben-Tor 1997:109). Texts have 
been used in the northern and (to a lesser extent) in the 
southern Levant to fill knowledge gaps, and to determine 
our understanding of  economy and society at the time, 
the duties of  the king and the functioning of  the palace 
(Moorey 1991:149-150). A significant issue is the use of  texts 
as a substitute for missing archaeological evidence, since 
the southern Levant has produced only a small number of  
textual documents (95 in total, as of  2013), compared to 
the large corpus of  texts discovered in the northern Levant 

(Horowitz 2013:98). There have been 18 texts found at Hazor 
(Horowitz 2013:98), but so far none in the palaces at Kabri 
or Pella. It is impossible to use the material solely by itself  
from the southern Levant, like has been done in the past in 
the northern Levant. What the texts contain should be used 
in conjunction with the archaeological evidence, so as to 
cross-reference and confirm particular events or activities that 
may have occurred, including the assumed rise of  Egyptian 
domination in the LBA. 

Discussion - Impact of the 
Egyptian Empire on the 
Palaces at Hazor, Kabri  
and Pella
From an examination of  the architecture and material finds of  
the MBA and LBA palaces at the three sites, some common 
results were discovered. When analysing the data, key aspects 
were examined to determine if  the effects of  the Egyptian 
Empire could be discerned in the archaeological evidence. 
Some examples include whether there was an increase in 
Egyptian or Egyptianised objects; a lack of  maintenance or 
destruction of  structures; a decline in the quality of  building 
materials or techniques; or a lack of  occupation. 

Hazor
The evidence of  the Egyptian Empire from Hazor is most 
apparent in the LB IIA-IIB archaeological remains of  the 
palace. However, the remains of  the palace at Hazor in the 
LB IA-IB appear to raise a counter-argument to the Egyptian 
Empire affecting the palatial buildings of  this period. In fact, 
Hazor flourishes, with Gonen stating that:

Hazor is an enigma. In the Late Bronze period Hazor remained an 
abnormally large settlement... about 16 times larger than the average 
50-dunam settlements... It is difficult to understand what social and 
economic conditions enabled Hazor to retain its unique position (Gonen 
1984:68). 

The question is: how did this settlement prosper so intensely 
whilst other neighbouring sites were either destroyed or 
abandoned due to the renewed Egyptian power?

There is a clear and definite decline around the LB IIA-IIB, 
however, which leads to Hazor’s destruction in the thirteenth 
century BCE. There are a number of  theories behind the 
demise. The first is Zuckerman’s (2007a) idea of  “crisis 
architecture”, which sees the position of  a city’s society, 
economy and culture reflected in its architectural changes. 
Three aspects have been used to describe conditions of  crisis 
architecture in structures, even though it is acknowledged 
that sometimes a crisis will not be visible in the archaeological 
record. The three characteristics are: functional change of  a 
structure from its original use; a decline in maintenance and 
construction; and changes made to the original plan (Driessen 

38

Holly Winter, The effects of  the Egyptian Empire on palatial structures of  the Middle and Late Bronze Age southern Levant | Dig It 3: 34-41, April 2016



1995:67). It has been proposed that during the LBA there was 
an intensification of  royal ideology in a bid to legitimise the 
king’s rule, in the form of  an increase in statutory depicting 
rulers and gods. Additionally, the archaeo-zoological evidence 
shows that social inequity and class exclusion appears to have 
been commonplace, with the lower classes at a disadvantage 
due to ruling elites consuming and seizing resources at their 
subject’s expense (Marom and Zuckerman 2012). Zuckerman 
(2007a:25) believed that the destruction of  Hazor may have 
been a result of  the citizens rising up in defiance against 
their oppressors (the ruling family) and royal authority. 
Supporting this crisis destruction is the archaeological 
evidence that only public buildings were destroyed, such 
as the palace, whereas domestic buildings were largely left 
alone (Zuckerman 2007a:24). According to Driessen’s (1995) 
aspects of  crisis architecture, the Hazor LBA palace in Areas 
A and M experienced a decline in the maintenance of  its 
building, evidenced in its thinner, inadequately constructed 
walls and the removal of  orthostats. A number of  other 
alterations were also undertaken, including sealing particular 
entrances and doorways and a removal of  its stone flooring 
(Zuckerman 2007a:19–21). Zuckerman (2007a:25) also 
stated that although the riots against the ruling elite were 
a matter of  local concern, it is likely that they would have 
been beneficial and encouraged by outside influence, such 
as by the Egyptians. However, the overall lack of  Egyptian 
and Egyptianised objects at Hazor supports the idea that 
the destruction of  Hazor was an internal and local matter, 
and hinders conclusions being drawn regarding an Egyptian 
influence (Winter 2014:95).

A second theory that has been presented is the idea that 
the deterioration and destruction seen at Hazor at the 
end of  the LBA may be a result of  a foreign takeover of  
administrative and political duties (Winter 2014:86). An 
influence from an outside source over the running of  the city 
would have resulted in the local ruler’s independence being 
stripped, leaving new people in charge of  the city (Schäfer-
Lichtenberger 2001:86). Little effect of  this takeover may 
have been experienced by the general society however, the 
main public buildings are recognised as experiencing a decline 
in maintenance at this time. This may be the result of  the 
new administrators deeming these buildings unworthy of  
maintaining and could be an Egyptian tactic to diminish the 
power and control of  the former rulers (Winter 2014:86). 
The obliteration and intentional violation of  statues depicting 
rulers and gods and other objects linked to the Canaanite 
rulers at Hazor at the end of  the LBA (Ben-Tor 2006; 
Zuckerman 2007b:200) supports this idea of  denigrating 
the Hazor elites. These acts are commonly associated with 
termination rituals (Zuckerman 2007a:7-8), however, they 
could provide much greater insight into the larger effects of  
empire on cultural and political aspects of  a city. It is believed 
that the Egyptian Empire would have been the assaulting 
foreign power, with an intensification of  Egyptian control over 
the Levant acknowledged at this time (Weinstein 1981, 1992). 
Although Egyptian influence is insinuated, it can hardly be 

proven at Hazor, with little archaeological material discovered 
to support it. 

Kabri
Archaeologically, there is currently no conclusive evidence 
that would indicate an Egyptian influence in the LBA in 
the Kabri palace. The palatial structure undergoes a rapid 
period of  abandonment and disuse after the MB III (Gonen 
1984:66; Oren 2002:70), indicating that LBA Kabri may 
have experienced the overpowering effects of  the expanding 
Egyptian Empire. Kabri flourishes in the MBA and reaches its 
peak as a key coastal site during this period. This would have 
left Kabri as a prime target for the Egyptian Empire in its 
series of  military campaigns throughout the southern Levant 
in the fourteenth century BCE (Winter 2014:84). The danger 
Kabri posed to the Egyptian authority and stability in the 
area, with its strong international connections and importance 
as a major and prosperous coastal site (Yasur-Landau et 
al. 2008:71), support this idea. It is possible to deduce that 
the Egyptians considered Kabri as a potential threat that 
needed to be eliminated in order to gain control and exert its 
influence over the southern Levant. There are very few sites 
that are acknowledged in the historical records as remaining 
occupied from the MBA to the LBA without interruption 
(Gonen 1984:69). As a result of  the Egyptian campaigns, 
many other sites throughout the Levant faced functional 
changes to their buildings, as well as to the settlements 
themselves, creating widespread dislocation throughout urban 
Canaan (Gonen 1984:69). It is very possible to insinuate that 
Kabri may have been one of  these sites that experienced total 
abandonment in the LBA due to the Egyptian Empire. If  
correct, this idea provides great insight into Kabri in the LBA 
and a new way of  viewing direct imperial influence. 

Pella
Pella is the only site of  the three being examined that 
contains evidence from the transition from the MBA to 
the LBA. Important differences can be seen between the 
periods, highlighting the apparent decline demonstrated 

Figure 7.  MB II-III and LB IA plaster floor and patching at Pella 
Source: Pella Project and The University of  Sydney 2013
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at LBA Pella. The LB IIA palace at Pella provides the first 
strong evidence that a change due to the Egyptian Empire 
may exist in the palatial structures of  the southern Levant. 
A deterioration of  effort transpires in the maintenance and 
repairs of  the LB IIA palace at Pella with a number of  re-
building phases undertaken. The palace is characterised by 
thinner, less well-constructed walls, poorer and varied building 
materials, thin plaster floors with regular patching (Figure 
7) and a diverse range of  wood types used for small repairs 
(Winter 2014:87). Consequently, an increase in the number 
of  Egyptian or Egyptianised objects begins to appear in the 
archaeological record at this time, in the form of  statues, small 
amounts of  pottery and possibly a scarab (Winter 2014:65-
66). When this evidence is correlated with the historical 
records a definitive pattern is apparent. It appears that in the 
fourteenth century BCE, at the same time as the Egyptians 
expand their influence over the Levant gaining more power 
and enforcing direct control on the Canaanite cities (Mazar 
2009:264), Pella’s LB IIA palace is undergoing patchy repairs 
and rebuilding. From this evidence it is possible to substantiate 
claims that the archaeology is revealing that the administrative 
systems and elite rulers were under Egyptian domination from 
the middle of  the LBA onwards (Winter 2014:87). 

Direct control over the city would have meant a radical 
change to the governing elite, with the formerly independent 
local rulers likely deposed in favour of  Egyptian 
administrators. It is possible that the degradation of  the 
former ruling elite would have seen the palaces, the once-
epitome of  power and elite rule, lose their importance 
and significance (Winter 2014:87). Thus, the palace was 
dispossessed of  the grandeur and importance it once held, 
instead fated to become just a house of  the former ruling elite. 
By destroying the local elite’s power through the devastation 
of  their palace and stripping their authority and rule, the 
Egyptians projected their power whilst enforcing complete 
authority (Winter 2014:88). The splendour and opulence 
the palace once contained would have been reserved for 
the new Egyptian administrators and their residences. 
The appearance of  an Egyptian Governor’s residence at 
Pella in the LBA supports this theory. These new structures 
were purely for Egyptian benefit and generally appeared 
in existing settlements where Egyptian influence was 
dominant (Gonen 1992:221). They acted as the residence 
and administrative centre for an Egyptian governor or 
ruler, and followed Egyptian styles of  construction (Gonen 
1992:221; Oren 1992:117). Egyptian Governor’s residences 
commonly appear at sites in the southern Levant, such as at 
Lachish and Tell el’Ajjul, with this geographical area facing 
the greatest impact of  the Egyptian Empire’s control and 
widespread influence than any other (Mazar 2009:232). A 
decrease in prosperity at Pella sees radical changes to the 
cities culture, politics, economy and overall society. Whether 
this is due to domination of  the Egyptians or some other 
foreign power needs further research. Overall, the Egyptian 
Governor’s residences strongly support the evidence for an 
Egyptian conquest of  Pella, along with the other Egyptian 

archaeological material that begins to appear in the LB IA-IB 
and continues into the LB IIA-IIB, and combined with the 
decline in the state of  the palace. 

Conclusion
The effect of  the Egyptian Empire on palatial buildings 
was not as prominent as was originally proposed. There is 
currently no irrefutable evidence at Hazor or Kabri showing 
that imperialism directly affected the palatial systems of  the 
southern Levant in the LBA (Winter 2014:95). The evidence 
that has been discovered is easily interpreted in different ways 
and further archaeological evidence is required to support 
the theory and the historical records. By combining the 
archaeological material with the historical records, Egyptian 
control over the southern Levant clearly intensifies in the 
LBA, simultaneously with the fall of  the palace-based system 
in the Levant in the thirteenth century BCE (Weinstein 1981, 
1992; Zuckerman 2007a:25). 

However, the evidence at Pella is promising. The drastic 
decline in the maintenance and repair of  the palace, along 
with a steady increase in Egyptian and Egyptianised objects, 
points to a change in function of  the LB IIA palace from 
an independent, redistributive centre to that of  a home 
for the former ruling elite. A radical transformation in the 
socio-political position of  the city is also evident. With the 
palace vilified and its rulers denigrated, the Egyptian’s 
control and power over the southern Levant seems absolute, 
as was experienced elsewhere throughout the Levant in 
the fourteenth and thirteenth centuries BCE. However, 
conclusions should be reached cautiously, with the evidence 
presented only preliminary findings that require further 
research. 

It is clear that the collapse of  palatial systems in the LBA was 
a direct effect of  the Egyptian control in the area. However, 
for now how widespread and how apparent this is in the 
archaeological record remains a mystery. Further research 
is required to analyse the effects of  the Egyptian Empire on 
palaces in the southern Levant at a more extensive range 
of  sites. The sites of  Lachish, Megiddo and Tell el’Ajjul are 
just some of  the sites that provide hope of  finding further 
evidence. MBA and LBA sites in the northern Levant should 
also be examined, as the entire Levant was affected by the 
Egyptian campaigns and rule throughout the LBA and it may 
provide evidence for regional differences and comparisons. 
Fortunately, the excavations at Pella, Kabri and Hazor are 
ongoing and it is hoped in the future, particularly at Pella, that 
further evidence for examining the effects of  the Egyptian 
Empire on the palaces of  the MBA and LBA will become 
available.
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